
9th grade Summer Reading  
 

Rising 9th graders: your soon-to-be high school teachers know summer vacation is 
quickly approaching, but you will still have a little bit of work to do this summer.  
 
All incoming freshmen at Wooster High School (as well as the rest of Wooster High 
School students) are expected to have read a book over the summer. Get the groans and 
sighs out of the way right now because it’s not going to be that bad. We’ve even got a list 
to help you out if you have no idea what to choose. 
 

What are the requirements? 
 

• Your book must be at least 200 pages and school appropriate. 
• It has to be a book you’ve never read before... ever!  

 
Yep, that’s it! Pretty simple, huh? As long as the book is over 200 pages and you’ve never read it 
before you can choose just about any book you like. Our suggestion is that you choose a book that 
deals with something you are really interested in…. that way, you won’t get bored with it, and you’ll 
want to keep reading. For example: science fiction, mystery, adventure, non-fiction, fantasy, 
biographies, autobiographies, sports books, classic novels, etc. The choices are limitless!! 

 
Will I be expected to complete any special assignments or worksheets with my book over summer 
break? 
 

• NO! (However, it is a good idea to take a few notes in a notebook about the plot, characters, 
setting, themes, conflicts, and other information you might find interesting so you don’t forget 
important information by the time school begins in the fall.) 

 
How will our high school teachers assess our knowledge of what we’ve read this summer? 

An understanding of your book will be assessed and graded in the beginning of the year using one 
(or maybe even both) of the following: 

 
• A “One-Pager” - a one page in-depth summary of your book that will be completed in class 
• A “Book Talk” - a presentation of your book to the class  

 
*As this will be one of your first high school assignments, please take your summer reading assignment 
seriously. Let’s start your high school career off on the right track! 
 
 
 
 



English I Book Choices for Summer Reading 
 
The following works require a wide range of reading comprehension and personal maturity. Please 
choose titles from this list that appeal to you and are approved by your parents.  
 
Suggestions: 
 
Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
Wither by Lauren DeStefano 
Catalyst by Laurie Halse Anderson 
The Hunt by Andrew Fukuda 
Match by Ally Condie 
The Associate by John Grisham 
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer 
I Am Number Four by Pittacus Lore 
City of Bones by Cassandra Clare 
The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan 
13 Reasons Why by Jay Asher 
The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 
 
Friendly Reminder:  You are responsible for reading one book this summer. When you return in 
August, you will receive an assignment about your book worth between 40 to 50 points. However, if 
you do not read one book this summer, you will need to read two books during the first few weeks of 
school in order to complete the first assignment of the year. Please, read one book.  
 
Book Summaries from Amazon: 
 

Wonder by R. J. Palacio 
 
I won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're thinking, it's probably worse.  
 
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from going to a 

mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an 
ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. WONDER, now a 
#1 New York Times bestseller and included on the Texas Bluebonnet Award master list, begins from 
Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. 
These perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and 
acceptance. 

 
Wither by Lauren DeStefano 
 
What if you knew exactly when you’d die? 
 
By age sixteen, Rhine Ellery has four years left to live. A botched effort to create a perfect race has left all 

males born with a lifespan of 25 years, and females a lifespan of 20 years--leaving the world in a state of 
panic. Geneticists seek a miracle antidote to restore the human race, desperate orphans crowd the 
population, crime and poverty have skyrocketed, and young girls are being kidnapped and sold as 
polygamous brides to bear more children.  

 



When Rhine is sold as a bride, she vows to do all she can to escape. Yet her husband, Linden, is hopelessly in 
love with her, and Rhine can’t bring herself to hate him as much as she’d like to. He opens her to a 
magical world of wealth and illusion she never thought existed, and it almost makes it possible to 
ignore the clock ticking away her short life. But Rhine quickly learns that not everything in her new 
husband’s strange world is what it seems. Her father-in-law, an eccentric doctor bent on finding the 
antidote, is hoarding corpses in the basement; her fellow sister wives are to be trusted one day and 
feared the next; and Rhine has no way to communicate to her twin brother that she is safe and alive.  

 
Together with one of Linden's servants, Gabriel, Rhine attempts to escape just before her seventeenth 

birthday. But in a world that continues to spiral into anarchy, is there any hope for freedom? 
 
Catalyst by Laurie Halse Anderson 
 
Meet Kate Malone-straight-A science and math geek, minister's daughter, ace long-distance runner, new 

girlfriend (to Mitchell "Early Decision Harvard" Pangborn III), unwilling family caretaker, and 
emotional avoidance champion. Kate manages her life by organizing it as logically as the periodic table. 
She can handle it all-or so she thinks. Then, things change as suddenly as a string of chemical reactions; 
first, the Malones' neighbors get burned out of their own home and move in. Kate has to share her room 
with her nemesis, Teri Litch, and Teri's little brother. The days are ticking down and she's still waiting to 
hear from the only college she applied to: MIT. Kate feels that her life is spinning out of her control-and 
then, something happens that truly blows it all apart. Set in the same community as the remarkable 
Speak, Catalyst is a novel that will change the way you look at the world. 

 
The Hunt by Andrew Fukuda 
 
Don’t Sweat.  Don’t Laugh.  Don’t draw attention to yourself.  And most of all, whatever you do, do 

not fall in love with one of them. 

Gene is different from everyone else around him.  He can’t run with lightning speed, sunlight doesn’t 
hurt him and he doesn’t have an unquenchable lust for blood.  Gene is a human, and he knows 
the rules.  Keep the truth a secret.  It’s the only way to stay alive in a world of night—a world 
where humans are considered a delicacy and hunted for their blood. 

When he’s chosen for a once in a lifetime opportunity to hunt the last remaining humans, Gene’s carefully 
constructed life begins to crumble around him.  He’s thrust into the path of a girl who makes him feel 
things he never thought possible—and into a ruthless pack of hunters whose suspicions about his true 
nature are growing. Now that Gene has finally found something worth fighting for, his need to survive 
is stronger than ever—but is it worth the cost of his humanity? 

 
Matched by Ally Condie 
 
Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right choices for her: what to read, what to watch, what to 

believe. So when Xander's face appears on-screen at her Matching ceremony, Cassia knows he is her 
ideal mate . . . until she sees Ky Markham's face flash for an instant before the screen fades to black. The 
Society tells her it's a glitch, a rare malfunction, and that she should focus on the happy life she's 
destined to lead with Xander. But Cassia can't stop thinking about Ky, and as they slowly fall in love, 
Cassia begins to doubt the Society's infallibility and is faced with an impossible choice: between Xander 
and Ky, between the only life she's known and a path that no one else has dared to follow. 

 
The Associate by John Grisham 
 
Kyle McAvoy possesses an outstanding legal mind. Good-looking and affable, he has a glittering future. He 

also has a dark secret that could destroy his dreams, his career, even his life. One night that secret 



catches up with him. The men who accost Kyle have a compromising video they’ll use to ruin him–
unless he does exactly what they say. What they offer Kyle is something any ambitious young lawyer 
would kill for: a job in Manhattan as an associate at the world’s largest law firm. If Kyle accepts, he’ll be 
on the fast track to partnership and a fortune. But there’s a catch. Kyle won’t be working for the firm but 
against it in a dispute between two powerful defense contractors worth billions. Now Kyle is caught 
between the criminal forces manipulating him, the FBI, and his own law firm–in a malignant conspiracy 
not even Kyle with all his intellect, cunning, and bravery may be able to escape alive. 

 
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer 
 
Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is a millionaire, a genius-and, above all, a criminal mastermind. But 

even Artemis doesn't know what he's taken on when he kidnaps a fairy, Captain Holly Short of 
the LEPrecon Unit. These aren't the fairies of bedtime stories; these fairies are armed and 
dangerous.  

 
Artemis thinks he has them right where he wants them but then they stop playing by the rules. 
 
I Am Number Four by Pittacus Lore 
 
Nine of us came here. 

We look like you. 

We talk like you. 

We live among you—but 

We are not you. 

We have powers you dream of having. 

We are the superheroes you worship in movies and comic books— 

But we are real. 

They caught Number One in Malaysia. Number Two in England. And Number Three in Kenya. 

They killed them all. 

I am Number Four. I am next. 
 
City of Bones by Cassandra Clare 
 
When fifteen-year-old Clary Fray heads out to the Pandemonium Club in New York City, she hardly 

expects to witness a murder—much less a murder committed by three teenagers covered with 
strange tattoos and brandishing bizarre weapons. Then the body disappears into thin air. It’s 
hard to call the police when the murderers are invisible to everyone else and when there is 
nothing—not even a smear of blood—to show that a boy has died. Or was he a boy? 

 
This is Clary’s first meeting with the Shadowhunters, warriors dedicated to ridding the earth of 

demons. It’s also her first encounter with Jace, a Shadowhunter who looks a little like an angel 



and acts a lot like a jerk. Within twenty-four hours Clary is pulled into Jace’s world with a 
vengeance, when her mother disappears and Clary herself is attacked by a demon. But why 
would demons be interested in ordinary mundanes like Clary and her mother? And how did 
Clary suddenly get the Sight? The Shadowhunters would like to know... 

 
Exotic and gritty, exhilarating and utterly gripping, Cassandra Clare’s ferociously entertaining fantasy takes 

readers on a wild ride that they will never want to end. 
 
The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan 
 
Since their mother's death, Carter and Sadie have become near strangers. While Sadie has lived with 

her grandparents in London, her brother has traveled the world with their father, the brilliant 
Egyptologist, Dr. Julius Kane.  

 
One night, Dr. Kane brings the siblings together for a "research experiment" at the British Museum, 

where he hopes to set things right for his family. Instead, he unleashes the Egyptian god Set, 
who banishes him to oblivion and forces the children to flee for their lives. 

 
Soon, Sadie and Carter discover that the gods of Egypt are waking, and the worst of them--Set has his sights 

on the Kanes. To stop him, the siblings embark on a dangerous journey across the globe -- a quest that 
brings them ever closer to the truth about their family, and their links to a secret order that has existed 
since the time of the pharaohs. 

 
13 Reasons Why by Jay Asher 
 
Clay Jensen returns home from school to find a strange package with his name on it lying on his 

porch. Inside he discovers several cassette tapes recorded by Hannah Baker - his classmate and 
crush - who committed suicide two weeks earlier. Hannah's voice tells him that there are 
thirteen reasons why she decided to end her life. Clay is one of them. If he listens, he'll find out 
why. Clay spends the night crisscrossing his town with Hannah as his guide. He becomes a 
firsthand witness to Hannah's pain, and learns the truth about himself-a truth he never wanted 
to face. 

 
Thirteen Reasons Why is the gripping, addictive international bestseller that has changed lives the world over. 

It's an unrelenting modern classic. 
 
The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 
 
Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been 

anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot 
twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s story is 
about to be completely rewritten. 

 
Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in Our Stars brilliantly explores the funny, thrilling, and tragic 

business of being alive and in love. 
 
 
 


